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AMERICA IN FRANCE

Hl---Toul

When Amerlean communiqués began
to take their place in the daily official
chronicle of the war along with French
and Dritish, the georgraphical spot {o
which they made most insistent refe'~
enee was a city that was, and still is
about 16 kilometers from the line. “The
sector northwest of Toul” became over-
night the obne definite point springing
out of a maze of “gomewheres” and
«with the American troops" upon
which as ecager nation, through its
hearts and atlases, conld fasten its hopes
—nnd by prozy its eyes. . *

“Fhe ;:e(?tor northwest of Toul” might
well be entitled to fame for that reason
alone. DBut it has an cven stronger
claim, one that will win for it tl}e honor
of a specific date in every American his-
tory written h-~aceforth. TThe fact has
never before been amnnounced, but 1t
was on January 19, 1918, in the seelor
northwest of Toul, that the first Amert-
tan troops entered the iine, mot to
furtber their training In tre‘uch warfare,

ELSIE AT

THE FRONT

but, already trained, to part-
and parcel of the chaln of froemen
welded in unbroken links between the
North Sex nnd the Swiss border.

7Phée schoolbooks will mention the date,
and either say themselves, or leave it
to the reader to imagine, that Janunary
19, 1918, was a typleal midwinter duy
in na winter all too like the Amerlean
variety. Actually, it was & it of Aprll
strayed into January.

Antedates Galio-Roman Days

Phyus was another milestone set up in
the history of a city whose career, by 1o
means hitherto uneventful, bad had ity
beginnings in u past that antedated the
clash of Gaul and Roman for dominatlon
of the land ihat was to be France—

2 clly whose fame was renewed 88 late |

as 1870. For theve are still ancient Tou-
lois—and they ueed not be so very
ancleni—who can tell you of those heart-
breaking days when their city’s 911 in-
suflicient garrison held the Pruss
bar until his guns and_ bis fires ralsed
such havoe within if that It was ounly
the shell of a citadel which he entered
just three weeks after the disaster of
Redan.

The comparative tranguility in which
oul had existed for the 1500 years or
so previouy to 1870 it owad probably
wholly to its redoubtable strategie posh
tion on the eastern frontier of Torraine
it was a great prize like a proud
penuly; but, also like o proud beauty,
it was a prize to be fought for, but not
1o be brought itself into the scuflle.

rroul, with ihe river Moselle to the
south and the Murne-Rbine eanal, wide
as a river at that point, at the north,
lies af the soufhern apex of au almost
equilateral triangle whose inverted base.
line runs between Verdun and Metz It
is linked to Verdun by an unbroken
series of fortifieatlons that follow the
natural defense formed by the heights
of the Mouse, dominating the plain of
the Wevre, or Voivr Bt is itself a
fovtress of the first cluss, aud while its
leading induast in receut times hus
peen the manufacture of earthenware,
its  easernes, arsenals, magazines and
parade grounds far outnnmber its pot-
teries. . -

Seats of the Three Bishops

The Meiz-VerdunToul triangle. how-
ever, is noiable not alone for its im-
portance on the strategic map of Kurope
in 1wo great modern wars. [i was there
three eities which formed. when the
dark sun of the Middie Ages was wet-
ting, three closely linked bishoprics that
represented so powerful an allinnee that
they were called the Sents of the ‘Three
Bishops, with capital letters, as though
there were no other three bishops that
comnted for anything ifu all Christen-
dom.

1f the distinetion had been purely &
rosard for piefy. Tonl wounld have well
deserved it. For it was Christian in the
fourth century, & date not so very far
removed. in the dwindling perspeetive
of time, from the days when Rome it-
self was a pagan eapital,

It was not until the beginning of the
decline of Charlemagne’s descendants
that Toul bezan fo play a distinetive
role in the struggle for conlinental su-
premucy.  In the fenth century it formed
part of Lotharingia. the kingdom of
Tothair, son of Charlemagne, and the
modern Lorraine. So it was that it be-
came part of the German  Tmpire
which was searcely the German Emplre
of today.

‘It the bishop was still supreme, The
German Empire meant nothing to him,
just as it probably means nothing to the
Bishop of Naney and Toul—to use his
cxact title—of this day. 1Ie coined his
awn nioney, and his citnde! was an em-
pire unto itself.

In the 13th cenury the ¢ity obfain-
od o moeasure of seif-rule—not, however,
enough to satisfy the Tonlois, who in
1300 sought and won the protection of
Philip le Bel. a raler of whom little ix
known beyoud his greal personal beauty

and his kingly cruelty foward ecclesis
astical—-und therefore  political—of-

fenders.
Definitely French in 1552

foul beenme definitely Froveh in 1552,
when Henry U entered (he city, and
the trealy that ended the Thirty Years'
War in 1048 formally recognized i
corporation, as well as that of Alsace,
into the kingdom of France.

TFor the next {wo centuries and more
Tout lived its life, fought the wars of
France and watched the Moselle flow by
without getting into the limelight of con-
remporary evenls. But if it had never
been heard of before August 16, 1870, it
fiamed into renown in the vivid days that
followed with a brilfinnee which alone,
would insure it & place in the chronicles
ot worll frecdom.

It wus ont that day that the advancing
Prussiazn hosts first altacked the city.
Probably they expected the litile garri-
som to fight a rearguard sction and
nurry on westward under cover of dark-
ness.  The garrison stood fivm. It num-
tered only 2290 noorly equipped, mea-
werly {rained men, but they held off the
troops of the Grand Duke of Moecklen-
Yurg uniil Neptember 28—just a month
and a2 week later—when a murderous
pombardment and raging fires through-
out the eity cleaved the way for the
conguerer’s entry.

What a Handful of Men Did

Tt was thas one of the first places lo
be besicged in the Franco-Prussian war,
Phe siege was methodical as only a Ger-
man operation could be. ‘The city was
completely invested. Farly in September
iF was asked to surrender, but politely
dectined. The encmy Jost heavily in his
attempts to take if, and when buy gens
began the bombardment, the Freuch,
from within the city, silenced more than
one Lattery in ils attempt to lay the
citadel in ruins.

Deseribing the surrender, an impartial
English correspondent with the Germarn
Armies said: *The Prussian oflicers
were f{urious because & handful of men
had been able to block the voad to Paris
for six weeks.” .

It was as though the citizens of Great-
er Punxsatawney, Penn., had held up a
vast army marching on New York.

.Ptrundled in to bed,

the top of the upper wing.
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“AROUND THE FLYING FIELD.

An Ameriean aviator had been one of |
a scove of passengers on one of the hnge |
Ifandley-Page machines wused by the
British. ITe was telling his teionds abow
it.
“Yes,” he concluded, “tlieye were 20 of
1 aboard—20 and a pool fable,”

On busy fiying days, an aviation field
becomes something of a No Man's Land.

The airplune has not yet been per-
fected to the point where it can light
with the ecase and insouciance of a but-
terfly. It doesn’t necessarily come down
with a sickening thud but osce it hits
the ground it has so much pep left that
it speeds along the level for a good dis-
tance before it folds its wings and is
During taat precise
minute. an aviation field is a good place
to keep off of.

A mechanician was crossing o field
when a speck of a plape appeared to
the east and began to loom Iarger and
tower. e looked ut it a second, then he
began to ran.
© “Wow ! he shouted. “Therc’s Licu-
tenunt  Soandso. When he lands, he
wants the earth—and he can have it!”

The grolesque painting of alrplanes
developed inlo 2 fed onee or fwice dur-
ing the war, but the individual markings
brought trouble to their designers so fre-
quently that conspicuous designs are
banned at the front now.

This, however, does not stop extom-
porancous decoration at the training
centers, and the Americans are dabbling
in the art with a sometimes elaborate
brush.

“The Fish” is one of the most strik-
ing productions. The fuselage Is paint
eod to resemble the scaly body of a fish.
The motor hood, appropriately painted,
forms the mouth and teeth, an exhaust
pipe makes an ere, the rudder the tail
z{\_ml the aviator's baek rest the spinal
.

Darting about in the suulight the craft
looks like a huge flying fish, By vary-
ing this scheme of decorations dragons
1 monsters are porirayed withou!

“The
worthy craft,
have been painted playing cards and.
dice, i

To *“throw a seven™ the :n'i:n.or!

is another mote-
On its wings and fuseluge

Gambler™

merely makes a straightawny flight dis-
eclosing on ihe bortom of the lower plane
two dice showing a five and a two, To
“throw eleven™ he iuverts hix maehine
and diseloses & =ix and five painted on

Pinned to the hulletin hoard of & cer
tain aviation squadron is {his—or it was
piuned there until the eompany clork got
wige:

NOTPICIL!

Jim Bowerx hins heen promoted to the
positions of First Class Private and alt
mititary lhong and courtesies consist-
ent with his station will, aceordingly:
be rendered.

Three Anterican aviafors were operat-
ing.over the jines. Toward them. out of
the nowhere of the empyrean, rushed
another plane,  They watched if, squint-
¢ at it, onee-overed and finully saw,
somwewhat 1o their disappointment. that
il was French.

The Frenchman, himself satisfied as
10 the identity of Hifle Tankee flock,
tarned and disappeared.

“Rat if he'd found we were Boche”
said one of the three in narrating the
incident, “he'd have taken us all on”

Some infantrymen were marching up
{o the line. [t was a long walk, and the
ronds were dusty.  Overhead the hum of
2 wotor kept coming nearver. Some of
them Jlooked up. It ¢ame nearey still,
amd all of them looked up.

As the plane flushed by, it was so low
{hat they could see the Yankee pilot’s
wanntieted hand waving to them over the
ide.  And the answering yell reached the
aviator's ears right through the thun-
dering drone of the propeller ‘and the
pouin of the exhanst,

“Ilow are they fighting up there?” the
man who has been fiying over the lines
always wants to know.

e sees more of the front in & minute
than the division commander does in a
week; be knows when the line is ad-
vanced ; he knows what's doing and how
ity being dome. But he doesn't know
thow the spirit, or morale, or just plain
pep of the boys below is holding out. So
he's always glad to be told.

him fecl a lot peppier, toow—
“f xuch a pepless jol, either,

it make
and

Vrifle is one of the Iatest words to
find its way into {he American avixtor's
voeabulary. It is the Freneh name for
{he most dangerous variety of tail spin.
1t is pronounced- Vree, .

A vrille is most commonly eaused by
what is technically known as ¢ ng
the controls. If an airplane is banked
to turn to the left, for example, and the
aviator swings the rudder le turn fo the
right, the probabilities ave that the ma-
chine will go infto a vrille.

The wings tip nearly to the vertieal
and lose their bite on the air, and the
plane begins to fall with a sort of flut-
ter and what may be fermed u “corner-
ways glide”” Once in 1his position, it
is out of control. *

The only way to right a machine from
n vrille is to shut off the engine and
throw the controls into neatral. ‘Then

it righis itself, A vrille aleo nmy be
eaused by attempiing fo i{nrn =harply

without fir:
Of al
a vrille is

banking,
ions a plane
he mpst dangerons,

right himself.

Conditions at one aviation instruction
center aren’t so serioux as af one In-
spection of & Mesiean arn wn g b
talion mustered one colonel majors,
nine captains and (wo privates. but
there are so many officers around that
the cnlisted men-—and the officers, too.
for that matter—-get *arm =ore” from
saluting.

An order has been fssued providing
that oflicers fraining and awaitfing in-
straetion  will not wear their Sam
Browne helts and inxignia except in the
evenings antd whoen geing away from
eanmp,

Thus the diflienlty hax been solved,

W

NOT A PASSING ONE

“Iow did you got to know Licuten-
snt Blank
“Oh. he and 1 crossed on the same
boat. e enme over ahead of hiy outflf,
you know.™ :
“ah, =ee! Then he's what you misht
1 a casual segugaintance?”

&
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nd Aliied Armies,
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rives and all information jromi-—
RBLESSON & Co, Ltd,
198 Euston Road, LONDON, Eng.
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228 Rue de Rivolt

{Opposite Tuileries Gardens)

Restanrant Open fo Nen-Residents.
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Fihat they'd tom over a ol of shells from

H
et get into, !
At low
aliitade a fiver has little apportunity to

THE SCISSORS

VS. THE PEN

BEING A HANDY CLASSIFICATION OF THE INNUMERABLE
VARIETIES OF A.E.F. CENSORS :

(This pamphlet was preparcd by am
unreserved buek who jomed fue colors
{0 make the w. . for d. but remained
to have his inmermost thoaghis cut to
hellandone by a lot of Reserve Xhavetails
—such as {lic ope that wrote in here
not leng ago about the correspondents
of the A

1—~TLientenant Ogleburg is  stricter’
than a Suauday  schosol superintemdent
with a lot of young folks ont on the an-
nual plenie.  He learned the censorship
regulations by heart when they were
first issued, and {hey have grown in on
Bim, The way he wants you fo write lot-
ters he do ant to have your family
or your ¢i inow you're In the Army ai
all, or that there™s a wir golng o ]
you write abewt poing on guard he s
you mustn’t say that you do two hon
on and four hours off. ile probably fig-
ures it eut that if ‘the Germans knew

an alrplane just the time fhe relief way
golng aromul. .

2—Tientensnt  Plaftisdan g
worse,  Resides  olipping  the
staff out of vour lelteirs—thus raising
Bhob wifh the stuff on the ofher stde— |
e fakes it into his han to corvect
your grammur, to dof your P's awnd cross
vour i for yon. That might eome In
handy if you were writlng {o a professor
or somebody that was edueated, but i)
vow're welting fo n girl what good doey
it do vou? TRoesldes, the only chance a
soldier hax to be sloppy. to give his mind
rest and not bother ahout heing correet
ts when be's wrifing lefters; go why not
et him go the Hmnit?

oven

8—Tieuicnant Tphank lLas a trick of
refusing to cat things ont but calling
vou into his billet, showing you what’s
wrong or what he thinks is wrong. and

s =howing it off,

o 1
military

then asking you fo re-wrlte it with the
hush-stuft loft out. Ile < that™s byt
far the befter way, beea then the

folks when they get your letters don't ..

think they're belng chented ont of auy .
inslde dope on {he war. bul believe
they've gelting all there is 1o be got.
But the Nt is that you never get
round to wrifing the letter and the
first ihing yeu know you get a letter
from you're ol mun wanting to know
why the hell yon don’t write.

dLisutenant Yap-Dovens lhas  one
main hip on censoring the eriticism of |
superior offi¢ To give an illustra-|
tion Bill Bronlex. in my ¥
rashing the same zirl T was | c in
the States, and T didn’'t know how to
come hack at him.
1he girl's married
Rill was a big cheese,
I knew the Tool b

”

1
er and said that

The first thing
1l me ou the carpel.
“What for?” = 1. ~Criticism of suo-
perior officer” says he. It seems I'd for
got all along that Bl was a firsi-class
nrivate!

S—Lieutenant Dix is a suspicions son-
of-a-gun. 1 you throw any TFrench
phirases—even innocent ones like cognac
—into a le{: Just to let the girl know
rou're m:llAn;: progress with the lan-
guage and eustoms of the counfry, he
ealls you in and wants fo knew swhere
you gor it. 1 always thouglht & censor
wig supposed fo be like a faiher con-
fessor: rhat he wouldn't give you away
no matter what a lot of stalf you told
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AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

him—imt not so. Fe says that all mail
maiter written in a foreign Ianguage
can't be handied by him. but has pot to
20 down to the buse cenvor, Resnlf: I
can’i practice up writing  what  little
Freneh | know, and have the fun of
Just asx if the liemienant
didn’t have brains enough 1o translate
cognac,

G.—DBut Licutenant lec-Meade is the
hest one of the bunch, I'm his orderly,
=0 e knows me well enough to know 1
don’t know auything, much less any mili-
tary information. and conldn’t spell the
mnue of {he town we're in, much less
prenounce if.  So when I hand him a

Hettor of mine he says, “Sure there bsa't

any rough stuff in thae?” Sure, licu-
now?¥”" he says,
“heeanse there is theyl be coming
back on me” “There isn't a thing I
wonldu't tell my own mother,” says H
{the Tetter Doing writien to her). Ro he
suFs “Awri” and puts his John Hanm-
cock an the bt e @l on the envel-
ope and off she goes in time to cateh the
afternoon mitil load. I there were more
s fike hifm there’d be a lot more let-
< weitfen in the AELF,
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The original all wool wrapped Puttee.  Procur~
able throughout United States from all leading
retailers.
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Famous ‘KENBAR’
TRENCH COAT

Thé “Kenbar” i s _great favorite
smongst Officers, and can be thor-
oughly relied upon. Guaranteed

whsolutely proof  against any
weather. Made from our noted
trobly-proofed KENBAR - CORD.

Xined ~ throughout proofed cheek
“woollon, and interlined
oiled fabric. Every de-
tail so nccossary for the
strenuous wear in the
trenches is eémbodied in
this excellent Coat. The
oollar can. be worn i
four positions:

slooves are made with reinforced
elbows, nnd the skirt is cut full and
fitted with cavalry gusset. The
«“Kopbar” is the .finest cut and
best. tailored Trench Coat in London
it with- Raglan slecves and very casy orm-
holez, snd con easily’ bo slipped ou over s
British Warm,” Send your crder at gnce men-
thouing only chest measurement takenover Sor-
vice Iacket, and s perfeet fit is guaraatesd

With dotachable Fierca lining, 1 26/- Supplicd

Crs sheteh) _with detachble Fur Collar of-
Wallaby, 20/« extra..
fiood quality ¥lecco Undorcoats for wesring
under Trench Ceata b B5/., These are great-
iy in demand, and very wanm and coay.

Riding Breeches... 1 12 6 Shorts
If desired, complete cutfit made to o

48 hours.
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sizen will ena of aluost ev {Reg. No.
Service Jacket .. £1 17 6 Slacks 328601)

‘JOHN RARKER & COMPANY LTD., KENSINGTON, W.8.
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Swan & Edgar

Iigh-Class ientlemen’s Oulfitters
REGENT STREET & PICTADILLY, LONDON, W.1.

ToOurOver-Seas
Troops.
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McClure’s: Magazine. salutes *"The
Stars. and Stripes,” its editors, its. contri-
butors “and: jts readers,  You- have the
livest and mo# virile paper published today
by Americans and e are proud to back
itup. May we be able to do for the
nifety-nine million at home what.*The
Stars and:Stripes” is doing for men over-
seas.. -

Good luck and swift victory!

MCOLURE'S-“‘Win-the-War®" Magazine
" New York,; N.Y.

Over-zeas represenfativesy—

The Wi, Dawson Pub, Co.  Messrs. Hachette & Ca

Londbn, Eng: Paris, France'

For if he finds that the boys are as
peppy as{Satan’s own particular imps
t

Spedial facilities aforded officers with accounits with this
institution to negotiate their persondl checks anywhere in
France. Money transferred to all parts of .the United
States by draft or cable.
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